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SUBJECT:  pyailability of Asian Communist Publications in the USSR

r As the Department and the other agencies participating in the Embassy's—7
publication procurement program are aware, it is possible to procure certain
Asian Communist publications in the USSR. This despatch is submitted to
provide background on the scope and limitations of such procurement.

- In each major Soviet ecity there is cne bookstore which specializes in
books and other printed materials from the "Countries of Popular Democracy".
In Moscow, Leningrad, Kiev, itiga and Minsk there are bookstores wnich handle
only such literature. The Moscow outlet is bookstore Ho. 1 at 15 Gorky
Street. The contents of these stores vary somewhat by geographical location.
Thus the store in Kishenev, in the Moldavian 3SR, corntains little more than
| Rumanlian and East German materials. Most such stores have at least a few

Asian titles - often 1t seems for "representational purposes™ more than any
other, In cities where there are few Asian students or students of Asian
langusges, there are usually only 2 handful of Chinese art books to represent
the oriental wedge of the Communist bloc.

The Moscow "foreign language bookstore" at 18 Kuznetski Most, which
speclializes in Soviet publications in English, French, Spanish and German
also maintains a few ghelves of Chinese bocks, primarily devoted to art.
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At bookstore Ho. 1 in Moscow and at bookstore No. 3 (16 Nevsky Prospekt)
in leningrad, there are separate sections of the stores dealing in Asian
publications. At the "popular democracies" bookstore in Kiev and at bookstore
No. 3L a%t Knabarovsk, there are also sizable areas devoted to Asian waterials,
although not organized as separate sections, .

Only the store at Moscow has a particularly qualified sales staff. Two
clerks are Chinese-speaking Russians and one appears to have some knowledge
of Korean as well. This store also seems about the only place in the Soviet
Union with any real supply of Mongolian materials. There are certain sharp
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contrashs ip the availabiiity of materiale al lioscow from the various Acisn
Srmmunist areas. Thore is a steady supply of North Vietnzmese paperback materials
of recent issue (witnin the last four months), about half of whic. are, however,
either "export publicaticns® 1n “rnnﬁh, Engliish or Hussian, or are Vie tnANeuc
translations of ths 'orPo of Farx, Ingles or Lenin. 40wever, almost all the
ietnamese material Is politdcal or econowic in nature. Forih korean materials
are also reascnably current and arrive relalively teaﬁlly. There are less
French or Irglish materials and more childrens' li%srature. Hongolian materials
arrive S?OPidlC&lly and are oiten more than six monthe oTc. They do include,
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however, sconomic, pOthlC“L and stetistical materizls, nlnese materials are

’_;ar tie worst in gignificance, “Sp801 1ly wuen the size of the oublishing eilorts

is considered. Arrivals average rlue months to a year cld and are heavily
weighted toward expensive art ec;tlono and Cull&r(ﬂy' literature. Travel and
. photographic materials are also znaasxzeo. Chinese books on the snelves seen
to date nrimarily. from 1953-55, These oldar aeoks are often pclitical in nabure -
inclnding the works of Stalin in thneue for exanple. This stock moves extremely
slowly, if at &l1, ‘It seems to serve in the field of decoration and dust
collection rather thsn as a nC“naJ book stock. OChinese materials which have
arrived during the last year contrast sharply with lorih Vietnarese and MNorth
Korean materials in the ma¢l TVOPOIDLPB of political or economic materisls,
Volume Four of Hao's Jorks did, however, apvear wn Chinese, bub quickly =old outa
Clerks profess o Eknoutledze of a fortncom¢n‘ fussian edition. ZRecent Chinese
“cess10ns at bookstore oe 1 in i?SCOJ havr been primarily art books.
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Attc‘p*s huve b»nﬂmade to locate Crhines Gﬂmanist public tlong of inborest
and value in Soviet libraries, such ac the A1l Unicn State Library of Foreigm
Herature at 12 Razina utL?GL, bui if the card catalogs of such librariss
truly reflect accessions, their Holulr"g of recent titles are not significantly
Tore 1npre"°;ve tnﬁn a list of cumJWatxve grrivalq at ?ookstaJe

'The Embassy will coltlpue to{ﬁaxe every Giior+ o xraai itﬁ procuremant
cof sipgnificant Asian Communist materlgls, particuariy those nubl;shﬁd in the
‘Rusedian Tanguar 23 On the assumrtlcn that some of these materials may be unavailable
elsewhere. Any corments from the agencies particivating in the Dwbassy!'s
procurement program od the value ard uniqueness of Asian matprlals presently
'belng p?ocured in the US R WO id Ee appr901at°d.
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